STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 16,811

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision by the Ofice of Hone
Fuel Heating Assistance denying her application for fuel

assi stance based on excess i ncone.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is the single parent of a seventeen-
year-old child. She applied for heating assistance for her
househol d on August 30, 2000 and was deni ed on Cctober 24,
2000 for excess incone.

2. The petitioner earns $1,907.05 per nmonth from her
job. The Heating Ofice subjected her incone to a 20% work
di sregard and cal cul ated her countabl e i ncone as $1, 525. 00 per
nmonth. That income was conpared to the maxi numincone for a
two person househol d, $1,173, and was found to be several
hundred dollars in excess.

3. The petitioner does not dispute that the Heating
O fice used the correct incone figures for her. Rather, she

believes that the Heating O fice should have taken into
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account the high rent she nust pay, $900 per nonth, and her
hi gh propane gas bills that are about $1,300 per year. The
petitioner points out that she lives frugally, keeps the heat
at 62 degrees, and does not own a car. Still, she wll have
difficulty neeting all her expenses and believes that fuel

assi stance should be available to persons in her position.

She lives in an expensive town but is reluctant to nove until
her son graduates from high school this June. Thereafter, she
will seek nore lucrative enploynment and a | ess expensive

housi ng situation.

ORDER

The decision of the Ofice of Hone Heating Fuel

Assi stance is affirned.

REASONS
Under regul ati ons adopted by the Departnent of PATH, fuel
eligibility is determ ned by including all gross wages and
sal aries of a household |l ess twenty percent of that amount as
an exclusion. WA M 2904.2 and 2904.3(1). No deductions are

provi ded under the regulations for housing or fuel expenses at
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the outset of eligibility determinations.® The remaining
ei ghty percent of the gross wage is conpared to a table of
maxi mum i ncomes which is adjusted every year as a percentage
of the federal poverty guideline. WA M 2904.1 and 2906. 2.
For the 2000-2001 heating season, the maxi mumincone for a two
person famly is $1,173, which is 125% of the federal policy
gui del i ne. P-2905A

| f a househol d’ s inconme “exceeds the maxi mum al | owabl e
income for its size, the household is ineligible.” WA M
2906.2(a). Eighty percent of the petitioner’s gross wage is
$1,525.64. That anmount is well over the $1,173 ceiling. The

Departnent, thus, correctly calculated the petitioner’s

! The anount spent on fuel is a factor considered when cal cul ating the
amount of benefit to be paid under the regulations. 2906.2(b). However,
this consideration only comes into play for those househol ds who neet
initial income eligibility criteria.
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ineligibility and its decision nust be upheld by the Board.
Fair Hearing Rule 17, 3 VSA § 1391(d).
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